Principles To Live By – December, 2000

     ( JESUS INC. )

Greetings To You and Your Loved Ones! This month you likely will get many greeting cards and messages. As you read the Bible, you will find many of the Lord’s Greetings and Prayers, meant for you. Your Maker, the Lord Jesus Christ, wants you to know that He loves you unconditionally and, that He sends His special greetings as a sign of His unending concern for His people. Enjoy and mediate on what He has to say to you. For you were created for the purpose of living forever in holy communion with God. However, it is your choice as to whether you will believe and obey Him or continue to serve the master of this world. That is, Satan, the father of all lies.

God wants you to know just how special you are in all of His creation. “Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over….every living thing that moves on the earth.” ( Genesis 1:26-28 )

Even when man sinned by disobeying God’s command, He protected man from making an eternal mistake. God not only clothed naked, sinful man, but also knew that man would eat of the tree of life, if given the opportunity. If this happened, mankind would be doomed to an eternal life of sin and hopelessness. So God did something that may appear to be a severe measure.

“Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, and clothed them. Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”—therefore the LORD God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground from which he was taken. So He drove out the man, and He placed cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life.” ( Genesis 3:20-24 )

When mankind had corrupted the whole earth with violence, God was sorry that He had created man. Yet He saved the righteous from destruction. “Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. So the LORD said, “I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them. But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.” 

 ( Genesis 6: 5-8 )

After the Flood, God said in His heart: “I will never again curse the ground for man’s sake, although the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth; nor will I again destroy every living thing as I have done. While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and winter and summer, and day and night shall not cease.”  ( Genesis 8: ...21-22 )

God established His everlasting covenant with Abraham. “As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall be a father of many nations. No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you a father of many nations. And I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and your descendants after you. Also I give to you and your descendants after you the land in which you are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.” 

 ( Genesis 17: 4-8 )

Are you aware that Jesus is the Word?  In the  beginning of the gospel of John, have you ever tried substituting ‘Jesus’ in place of ‘Word’ in the opening verses? You just might get a better sense of who He is. The following verses insert (Jesus) next to His reference in order to give you a greater sense of who He is: 

“In the beginning was the Word (Jesus), and the Word (Jesus) was with God, and the Word (Jesus) was God. He (Jesus) was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him (Jesus), and without Him (Jesus) nothing was made that was made. In Him (Jesus) was life, and the life (Jesus) was the light of men. And the light (Jesus) shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.”  ( John 1: 1-5 )

“He (Jesus) was in the world, and the world was made through Him (Jesus), and the world did not know Him (Jesus). He (Jesus) came to His own, and His (Jesus) own did not receive Him (Jesus). But as many as received Him (Jesus), to them He (Jesus) gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His (Jesus) name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word (Jesus) became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His (Jesus) glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. ...And of His (Jesus) fullness we have all received, and grace for grace. For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son (Jesus), who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.” ( John 1: 10-14, 16-18 )

Why did Jesus come into the world? “And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.”  (Matthew 1: 21 )

John the Baptist said: “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly purge His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”  ( Matthew 3: 11-12 )

The full Trinity of God was revealed and bore witness of Jesus when He was baptized.  “Then, Jesus, when He had been baptized, came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  ( Matthew 3: 16-17 )

What is man to live by?  Jesus said: “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’”( Matthew 4: ...4 )

And what did Jesus preach?  “From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  ( Matthew 4: 17 )

What did Jesus teach?  “Then He opened His mouth and taught them, saying:

· Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

· Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

· Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

· Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled.

· Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.

· Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God.

· Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

· Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

· Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

· You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men.

· You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”  

( Matthew 5: 2-16 )    

What did Jesus have to say about His Law?  Jesus said: “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom in heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.”(Matt 5: 17-20)

Is it possible to sin without saying or doing anything?  Yes, we sin in our heart. Jesus said: “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”  ( Matthew 5:  27-28 )

“And He said, “What comes out of a man, that defiles a man. For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. All these evil things come from within and defile a man.”  ( Mark 7: 20-23 )

What does Jesus say about how to treat our enemies? Jesus said: “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so? Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.”

( Matt 5: 43-48 )

What is the right motive in giving? Jesus said: “Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in heaven. Therefore when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you openly.”  

( Matthew 6: 1-4 )

It’s important to be a ‘doer’ of God’s Word! Jesus said: “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.”  ( Matthew 7: 24 –25 )

Jesus was a ‘doer’ of His Word! “And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few, therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.” ( Matthew 9: 35-38 )

We pray that all of you will maintain a humble, contrite, and obedient heart before the One who is the Reason for this Christmas season so you are ready for His return at anytime.
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